


To build the sports car they’d like to drive themselves—
that was the dream of the Mazda engineers, and it resulted
in the Roadster. After ten years of delivering pure driving
pleasure, this classic lightweight sports car still sets the
hearts of enthusiasts racing. And now, to commemorate
its 10th anniversary, Mazda is proud to unveil a special
limited edition model featuring a unified global specifica-
tion as a tribute to all the people who have shared our
dream for the past decade. It’s the embodiment of our

unchanging devotion to the pure, lightweight sports.
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Before the Roadster, classic_lightweight sports cars were considered a minority Hagegest, suitable only for diehard

enthusigsts. Yet the idea of “oneness” with a car and the exhilaration of open-air driving are feeliags that

Zeveryone can appreciate. And so Mazda engineers decided that if the car you want to drive doesn’t exist, yols

should build it yourself. This was the birth of the Roadster—the result of a dream to allow anybody to enjoy the

—

sheer pleasure o
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Since the Roadster’s debut, over 450,000 have hit the
streets worldwide, bringing unparalleled driving plea-
sure to countless people worldwide and sparking a
sports car renaissance. With modern technology in an
authentic lightweight sports car, the sheer jov of open-
air motoring is now available to all. It’s the perfect
reflection of the passion and enthusiasm that marked
the car’s development right from the very beginning.
And now, 10 years further down the road, Mazda 1s still
just as committed to the concept of a compact, light-
weight, open 2-seater with a front-engine rear-wheel
drive layout—the essence of a true sports car. The
Roadster evolution continues, bringing greater motor-
ing fulfillment to drivers all over the world.

The renaissance of the lightweight sports.
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10 years with a smiling face.
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The Roadster purt the smile back on the faces of lightweight sports lovers
everywhere. Ten years further on, it still delivers all the freedom and
enjoyment of open-air driving combined with raut, exhilarating handling.
All over the world, Roadster club members organize events including
races, endurance races and other get-togethers to share their joy in this
special machine. Wherever there’s a Roadster, there's a smiling face.
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Commemorative emblem seen at the "MX-5 International Meeting”.
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To lighten the car as much as possible,
engineers referred to the

methods used to reduce weight in aircraft.
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Roadster Program Manager. A true Mazda sports-car
aficionado, he was also Program Manager for the RX-7.
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The tuned, 4-wheel double-wishbone
suspension is the result of

many different combinations of test parts.
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Lightweight, easy-operation soft top.
Current models feature a glass rear
window with defogger.
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Nobody on the development team ever dreamed that over 450,000 units
of our open 2-seater Roadster would ship worldwide. We were really just
setcing out to build the car we wanted to drive ourselves. Open or coupe?
Front-engine, rear-wheel drive? Front-engine, front drive? Mid-engine,
rear-drive? It's easy to see how a team of engineers who all love sports cars
would come up with a vast number of ideas at the planning stage. Finally,
since the overriding consideration was to create a "oneness’ between car
and driver (jinba-ittai in Japanese), we settled on an open 2-seater with
front-engine, rear-drive layout. The characters in the Japanese “jinba-itrai”
licerally mean “person & horse—one body™ for a car that means intuitive
handling as if the vehicle were a direct extension of the driver. To achieve
this, the body had to be compact and lightweight, with ideal weight
distribution and a front-engine, rear-drive layout to allow steering witch the
throttle. And to please the romantic in us all, we chose a convertible body

for the tremendous pleasure of open-air driving. Once we’d decided on our
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basic concept, we then worked on the “oneness”. Rather than go for sheer brute power, we aimed for keen, linear response to
throttle input. We also went for 50:50 front-rear weight distribution to keep the yaw-inertia moment low and deliver dynamic,
positive handling. Safety, too, was a paramount concern, especially in view of the need to keep weight as low as possible.
Overall weight was critical to achieving our goal of "oneness” between driver and car, and we acrually worked at the gram level
shaving weight wherever possible, from the hood to even the smallest parts. We have mainrtained this level of commitment
to the ideal over the past 10 years. The guiding light of the Roadster’s evolution has been to refine the best aspects of a
lightweight sports, while meeting ever-higher demands for safety. We are extremely happy and proud that our love of sports
cars has been appreciated by the many people who made our Roadster such a huge success with sales of 450,000* units over
10 vears. Now it gives us even greater pleasure to unveil our special 10th Anniversary model. Unlike almost any other car,
this limited edition boasts a unified global spec because we wanted Roadster-lovers around the world to enjoy the same
cr:-:pressitm of our passion tor this car. We invite you to try it for }'nursclf—-wc'rt sure you'll love 1t as we do—and we invite

you to watch us for further developments in the future. Takao Kijima, Roadster Program Manager

A new design was developed for the air

deflector to keep wind out of the

cabin when driving with the top down.

A=V AETHOF L ~ORANEEAME

MMTAaT R R TIFOR—=FICM{ELT:.
— -

Enough trial silencers to fill a

truck were produced in the

process of tuning the exhaust note.
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Countless test drives were held at
Murburgring and other

race tracks to refine the handling.
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Shift lever knob underwent

many revisions of a clay model
through testing on the track.
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As one measure to reduce weight,
a tnal battery based on

a motorcycle’s was produced.
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The road to ROADSTER
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Just a glance is enough to take in the special exterior of the 10th ﬁnnivefsar}r
model. But it’s under the hood where drivers find something truly extraordinary—
a 1.8 16-valve DOHC powerplant featuring carefully-selected pistons, con-
rods and flywheel. This means even stricter standards were applied to achieve
the optimum balance between these critical moving parts. Although the
difference was minuscule, the result in terms of smoothness, torque, response 1
and engine note was remarkable, particularly on the test track. Power is
transmitted via a close-ratio 6-speed gearbox, and a Torsen LSD is standard
equipment. The 4-wheel double wishbone suspension features Bilstein dampers,
and a front suspension tower bar increases body stiffness, further improving

> handling. Finally, the 15-inch buffed aluminum wheels, designed exclusively

g ~ for the 10th Anniversary model, are shod with 195/50R15 82V Michelin Pilot
SX GT tires. All in all, this 10th Anniversary model is the ultimate expression

@ of the Roadster’s sparkling potential.
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The specialist made more special:

selected engine parts and 6-speed transmission
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@15-inch buffed aluminum wheels
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@BILSTEIN®™ dampers
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©6-speed transmission
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©' TORSEN'" LSD
(Torsen is a registered trademark of ZEXEL TORSEN INC.)
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Co-ordinated blue interior:

@Bucket seats(Lux suede/leather)
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@NARDI® leather-wrapped steering wheel
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@©NARDI® leather-wrapped shift lever knob
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@®5shift lever boot
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O5Soft top
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@Floor carpets
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Other Limited Edition features:

A unique
and memorable color
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@Chrome meter rings

@Carbon-look center console panel @10th Anniversary ornament @10th Anniversary ignition key
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The 10th Anniversary model features special Innocent Blue Mica paintwork.
In combination with the blue soft top and cover, the total color scheme
breathes sporty sophistication. The key color, blue, accents the 2-seater
cabin to give it an even more comfortable, snug feel. Seats are 2-tone blue
and black, featuring slip-resistant blue Lux suede and luxurious black
leather. The sporty NARDI steering wheel and shift lever knob feature black
and blue leather covering to match the upholstery, and the shift lever boot
is blue. Deep-pile carpeting is blue throughout. The co-ordinated blue
interior is accented by other special fittings such as chrome meter rings and
a carbon-look center console panel to round out the cockpit of this superb,
limited-edition model. What's more, the ignition key features a special 10th
anniversary design, and a plate on the body shows each unit’s place in the
production run (1/7,500-7,500/7,500) clearly demonstrating that it’s part of
a unique limited edition, and allowing the owner to show participation in

the Roadster ethos cultivated over 10 years. It’s also a statement of Mazda’s

commitment to bringing the pleasure of sports car motoring to all.
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